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LIVESTOCK FARMING ACCOUNTS FOR AROUND 14.5% 
OF OUR GLOBAL GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.

170 TRILLION LITRES (OR 
45 TRILLION GALLONS) OF 
WASTED WATER PER YEAR

AMERICA 
WASTES 40 
PERCENT OF 
ITS FOOD

FOOD PRODUCTION IN THE 
US USES 15.7 PERCENT OF 
THE TOTAL ENERGY BUDGET, 
50 PERCENT OF ALL LAND 
AND 80 PERCENT OF ALL 
FRESHWATER CONSUMED.

WASTEFUL PRACTICES IN 
THE RETAIL INDUSTRY ARE 
OFTEN VIEWED AS GOOD 
BUSINESS STRATEGIES

40 TO 50 PERCENT OF FOOD WASTE 
(INCLUDING 51 TO 63 PERCENT OF SEAFOOD 
WASTE) HAPPENS AT LEVEL OF THE CONSUMER

“Starvation is the characteristic of some 
people not having enough food to eat. It is 
not the characteristic of there being not 
enough food to eat.” 
– Amartya Sen

FOOD
INSECURITY

EMISSIONS ACROSS THE SUPPLY CHAIN

DRIVERS OF DEFORESTATION

DECOMPOSING ORGANIC WASTE THAT ENDS UP IN 
LANDFILLS IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 17-18% OF 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

https://foodprint.org/issues/the-problem-of-food-waste/
https://foodprint.org/issues/the-environmental-impact-of-food-packaging/
https://foodprint.org/issues/the-problem-of-food-waste/
http://www.wicked7.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/insectapocalypse.pdf
https://letstalkscience.ca/educational-resources/stem-in-context/environmental-impact-wasted-food
https://foodprint.org/issues/the-problem-of-food-waste/
https://www.eacmarin.org/climate-change/2020/sb1383recology


WHAT’S CAUSING THE PROBLEM?
PAPER: Drivers of Food Wastage and their Implications for Sustainable Policy Development 2016
https://commons.library.stonybrook.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1020&context=techsoc-articles

The Problem of Food Waste
https://foodprint.org/issues/the-problem-of-food-waste/

Food Waste in America in 2021
https://www.rts.com/resources/guides/food-waste-america/

REPORT: Oxfam A billion people hungry
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/billion-hungry-people

What you need to know about food waste and climate change
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/longform/what-you-need-know-about-food-waste-and-climate-change

BBC One third of world’s food is wasted
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-13364178

Eatforum More than two billion people overweight or obese
https://eatforum.org/learn-and-discover/more-than-two-billion-people-overweight-or-obese/

Unnatural Balance: How Food Waste Impacts World’s Wildlife
https://e360.yale.edu/features/unnatural_balance_how_food_waste_impacts_worlds_wildlife

The Environmental Impact of Food Waste
https://moveforhunger.org/the-environmental-impact-of-food-waste

The Environmental Impact of Food Waste
https://stopfoodwaste.ie/resource/the-environmental-impact-of-food-waste

Social and environmental analysis of food waste abatement via the peer-to-peer sharing economy
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-020-14899-5

Environmental Effects of Wasted Food
http://servingfoodsolutions.com/the-problem/food-waste/environmental-effect/

The Environmental Impact of Wasted Food
https://letstalkscience.ca/educational-resources/stem-in-context/environmental-impact-wasted-food

The Progressive Increase of Food Waste in America and Its Environmental Impact
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0007940

REPORT: Resource Revolution: Meeting the world’s energy, materials, food, and water needs 
https://www.mckinsey.com/~/media/McKinsey/Business%20Functions/Sustainability/Our%20Insights/Resource%20revolution/MGI_Resource_revolution_full_report.pdf

REPORT: TEEB Measuring What Matters in Agriculture and Food Systems
http://teebweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Layout_synthesis_sept.pdf

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-hidden-costs-of-food_b_11492520

WHAT IS BLOCKING US FROM DOING THE RIGHT THING?
Ecological restoration of agricultural land can improve its contribution to economic development
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0247850

Big Meat and Dairy Companies Have Spent Millions Lobbying Against Climate Action, a New Study Finds
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/02042021/meat-dairy-lobby-climate-action/

https://www.bcg.com/publications/2018/tackling-1.6-billion-ton-food-loss-and-waste-crisis

FIX IT
https://www.fda.gov/food/consumers/tips-reduce-food-waste

https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/nutritionsource/sustainability/food-waste/

Tackling The 1.6-billion-ton Food Loss And Waste Crisis
https://www.bcg.com/publications/2018/tackling-1.6-billion-ton-food-loss-and-waste-crisis

Factory Farming Intensifies Climate Change, Releasing Vast Volumes Of Greenhouse Gases.
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/factory-farming/environmental-damage

OUR WORLD IN DATA
https://ourworldindata.org/carbon-footprint-food-methane
https://ourworldindata.org/food-choice-vs-eating-local
https://ourworldindata.org/what-are-drivers-deforestation

Hunger And Food Insecurity
https://foodprint.org/issues/hunger-and-food-insecurity/

Methane And Food Waste
https://www.eacmarin.org/climate-change/2020/sb1383recology

https://commons.library.stonybrook.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1020&context=techsoc-articles
https://foodprint.org/issues/the-problem-of-food-waste/
https://www.rts.com/resources/guides/food-waste-america/
https://www.oxfam.org/en/research/billion-hungry-people
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/longform/what-you-need-know-about-food-waste-and-climate-change
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-13364178
https://eatforum.org/learn-and-discover/more-than-two-billion-people-overweight-or-obese/
https://e360.yale.edu/features/unnatural_balance_how_food_waste_impacts_worlds_wildlife
https://moveforhunger.org/the-environmental-impact-of-food-waste
https://stopfoodwaste.ie/resource/the-environmental-impact-of-food-waste
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-020-14899-5
http://servingfoodsolutions.com/the-problem/food-waste/environmental-effect/
https://letstalkscience.ca/educational-resources/stem-in-context/environmental-impact-wasted-food
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0007940
https://www.mckinsey.com/~/media/McKinsey/Business%20Functions/Sustainability/Our%20Insights/Resource%20revolution/MGI_Resource_revolution_full_report.pdf
http://teebweb.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Layout_synthesis_sept.pdf
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/the-hidden-costs-of-food_b_11492520
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0247850
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/02042021/meat-dairy-lobby-climate-action/
https://www.bcg.com/publications/2018/tackling-1.6-billion-ton-food-loss-and-waste-crisis
https://www.fda.gov/food/consumers/tips-reduce-food-waste
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/nutritionsource/sustainability/food-waste/
https://www.bcg.com/publications/2018/tackling-1.6-billion-ton-food-loss-and-waste-crisis
https://www.ciwf.org.uk/factory-farming/environmental-damage
https://ourworldindata.org/carbon-footprint-food-methane
https://ourworldindata.org/food-choice-vs-eating-local
https://ourworldindata.org/what-are-drivers-deforestation
https://foodprint.org/issues/hunger-and-food-insecurity/
https://www.eacmarin.org/climate-change/2020/sb1383recology

